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Social Security and Supplemental Security Income

	What is Social Security?
	Social Security insures workers and their families against loss of income due to retirement, premature death, and disability.  People become eligible for Social Security coverage by working and paying Social Security taxes for a specific number of years, or by being the dependent of such an individual.  

· Retirement program.  Social Security's retirement program has been a cornerstone of retirement income for older adults.  Social Security benefits vary, depending on how much a worker has paid in Social Security taxes, and how old he/she is when first claiming benefits.  More details on the retirement benefits may be found online at http://www.socialsecurity.gov/pubs/10035.html.

· Disability Insurance.  The Social Security Disability Insurance (SSDI) pays benefits to people who have paid Social Security taxes for a certain number of years, and who have a total disability.  A total disability is considered to be one that will last for at least one year or result in death.  No SSDI benefits are paid to those who have a partial disability or short-term disability.   Certain members of your family may also qualify for SSDI benefits. More details on the disability benefits are available online at http://www.socialsecurity.gov/pubs/10029.html.

· Survivor Benefits; Disabled Widow/Widower Benefits.  When someone who has worked and paid into Social Security dies, survivor benefits can be paid to certain family members. These include widows, widowers (and divorced widows and widowers), children, and dependent parents.  Learn more about survivor benefits online at http://www.socialsecurity.gov/pubs/10084.html
Generally speaking, people who are eligible for Social Security benefits are also eligible for Medicare.  Medicare benefits are not based on a person’s income or resources.  All adults who meet the program’s eligibility criteria may receive Medicare benefits.  For information on these criteria, go to the Medicare Eligibility Tool at: http://www.medicare.gov/Basics/Overview.asp


	What is Supplemental Security Income (SSI)?
	Supplemental Security Income (SSI) is a program financed through general revenues.  SSI disability benefits are payable to adults or children who are disabled or blind, have limited income and resources, meet the living arrangement requirements, and are otherwise eligible. Federal and state governments fund Supplemental Security Income (SSI).  Each state administers SSI a little differently, and sets its own eligibility criteria and benefits.   

In order to qualify for SSI, a person must:  1) be age 65 or older, or blind and/or disabled; or 2) have limited income and resources. As of 2005, the SSI program in Texas has a monthly income limit of $579 for an individual and $869 for a couple.  The 2005 resource limit is $2,000 for an individual and $3,000 for a couple.   

	What is Supplemental Security Income (SSI)?


	If a person receives SSI benefits and gets more income from another source or accumulates too many resources, his SSI benefits may be reduced or eliminated.

SSI isn't just for adults. Monthly benefits can also go to disabled or blind children. 



	What is Medicaid?
	Medicaid.  This is a state-funded program to provide medical care for people receiving SSI or people with disabilities.  Medicaid helps pay doctor and hospital bills, and a limited number of prescriptions.



	How much money do I get on SSI?
	SSI pays a dollar for every dollar below the income limit.  So if an eligible Texas receives $500 per month in income during 2005, he can receive an SSI check for $79 – the difference between the income limit of $579 and his income of $500.

	How do I apply for these benefits and find out more?
	Getting Started – Call the Area Agency on Aging at 2-1-1 or 1-800-252-9240 to talk to a Benefits Counselor.  

You can call Social Security toll-free at 1-800-772-1213. If you are deaf or hard of hearing, can call TTY 1-800-325-0778.

Also, visit  www.familycaregiversonline.net on the Internet for additional information, phone numbers, education, and links. 

Completing an application is the first step in the process to obtain Social Security benefits.  The most common reason that applications are turned down is that forms are not complete or information is not clear.  It may take 3-6 months to be notified of a decision.  Appeals must be filed within 60 days of being notified that benefits were denied.  It may take up to two years for benefits to be approved.



	Information in this Fact Sheet provided for information purposes only and 

subject to change by the state or federal government.
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